1943

Empire City Track, Yonkers, NY ¢ August 11, 1943 ¢ Purse $42,298.03
Volo Song: 1-2-3 Finish for the Volomites

Volo Song, the champion at two, was favored in the classics at three.

The big, brown colt by Volomite out of the mare, Evensong (who had six
2:00 offspring), was a $5,000 yearling purchase by William H. Strang and was
turned over to Ben White to drive and train.

The 1943 Hambletonian was contested at the slow Empire City running
track because of wartime travel restrictions. Volo Song, who had won the Matron,
American Stake and Hambletonian Test, broke in the first heat of the Hamble-
tonian and finished third, with Worthy Boy winning the race. But Volo Song

rebounded to win the next two, giving Ben White his fourth Hambletonian victory.
When Worthy Boy and Phonograph were second and third, respectively,
in the summaries, and Gordon Gray was fifth, sons of Volomite finished 1-2-3
and had four of the six purse awards.
Sold to E. J. Baker the next season, and campaigned by Harry Fitzpatrick,
Volo Song had his career and life cut short when he suffered a broken leg in a
race at Elkhorn, WI.

¢ The Hambletonian was moved to the Empire City Track (then a Thoroughbred
track, now Yonkers Raceway) because of wartime gas rationing in World War
Il. The Kentucky Futurity was canceled from 1942 to 1945.

¢ W. H. Strang Jr. was the second owner (along with his trainer/driver Ben White)
to win back-to-back Hambletonians.

¢ Ben White, 70, won his fourth Hambletonian as a driver with a horse
considered by many as one of the best of all time. It was also a record fifth
training win for the White Stable.

* The second consecutive year the saletopper at the Walnut Hall Farm won
the Hambletonian.

* The opening heat, won by Worthy Boy in track record time of 2:02 '/2, saw
Volo Song trot what many witnesses at the time called the greatest heat ever
by a 3-year-old. Volo Song made a break at the start, then rallied to finish
a close third, timed around 2:00. Worthy Boy was the first Standardbred
acquired by Frances Dodge Johnson (later Frances Dodge Van Lennep)
who purchased Castleton Farm in July of 1945.

» Volomite sired the first three money winners (as well as the fifth money winner).

VOLO SONG, br c, by Volomite—Evensong, by Nelson Dillon
Driver & Trainer: Ben White

Owner: W. H. Strang, Jr, Brooklyn, NY

Breeder: Walnut Hall Farm (Mr. & Mrs. Ogden Edwards), KY

Groom: Bill Roland

Sale History: $5,000 yearling purchase at Walnut Hall Sale. ... 3 1 1

WORTHY BOQY, by Volomite—Warwell Worthy, by Peter the Brewer
Driver: Sep Palin
Owner: Mrs. J. B. Johnson, Jr....1 3 7

PHONOGRAPH, by Volomite - Symphonia, by Guy Axworthy
Driver: Tom Berry
Owner: Joseph F. Burke ... 4 2 2

Also competed: Barbara Babcock 5-11-9, Mighty Margaret 9-6-6, The
Nutcracker 11-7-8, Austin Hanover 10-8-10, Duchess Hanover 7-9-dr.

TIME BY QUARTERS:

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE
:31% 1:.01 1:33 2:02%
:32 1:02 1:33% 2:02”
:32 1:04 1:36 2:06

DARNLEY, by Scotland - Fionne, by High Noon
Driver: Harry Whitney
Owner: A. F Willams ... 2 10 4

GORDON GRAY, by Volomite - Nathalie Gray, by Mr. McEloyn
Driver: Gib White
Owner: W.N. Reynolds .. .6 5 3

HESTER HANOVER, by Mr. McElwyn - Patricia Hanover, by Bunter
Driver: Harry Pownall
Owner: W.N. Reynolds .. .8 4 5
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