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Chestertown:

On the eve of the 1946 Hambletonian, William H. Cane sold Chestertown, a
$6,500 yearling, to Walter E. Smith of Los Angeles for $40,000 after he defeated
Victory Song in the National Stake.

Smith turned the Volomite colt over to Tom Berry. In the first heat, Sep Palin
scored with Victory Song by two lengths over Chestertown, but in the second
heat, Don Scott struck Victory Song’s Wheel, causing a break. Chestertown
went on to win the heat in 2:02” over Deanna.

Luck was With Him

In the final, Victory Song made a gallant try to catch Chestertown, but
Berry kept his colt in front by a half-length in 2:03”.

Chestertown retired in 1950 with $108,864 in earnings, standing at stud at
the Village Farm in Langhorne, Pennsylvania for one season, and then moved
to Bonnie Brae Farm in Ohio.

e Harry Whitney, who had trained Chestertown until the day he was sold to
Smith, finished fifth driving Westfield Girl. The previous year he was second
with Kimberly Hanover (6-2). It was Whitney's best finish in 12 races, including
eight years (1939-1946) which, at the time, was a record for consecutive
Hambletonian drives. He never won a Hambletonian.

|t was Delvin Miller’s first starter in a record 26 Hambletonians (27 horses).
His charge, Don Scott, finished fourth overall in the placing.

* Van Riddle, driven by owner Earl Rowe, was the first Canadian-owned horse
to start in the Hambletonian.

* As reported in a trade magazine, the Hambletonian received coverage on
television for the first time. It was possibly local and not network coverage,
although the newsreels of the day recorded the event for the theater audience.

» The first year that the modern Steve Phillips starting gate was used to start
the Hambletonian.

CHESTERTOWN, b c, by Volomite—Phoebe Hanover, by Mr. McElwyn
Driver & Trainer: Tom Berry

Owner: Walter E. Smith and Robert Newman

Breeder: Henry H. Knight (Almahurst Farm), KY

Groom: Howard “Shorty” Knowlton

Sale History: $6,500 yearling purchase at Tattersalls Sale by William H. Cane.
Sold for $40,000 three days before the Hambletonian. It was the second time
Cane sold the eventual winner just before the Hambletonian.. . .2 1 1

VICTORY SONG, by Volomite—Evensong, by Nelson Dillon
Driver: Sep Palin
Owner: Castleton Farm...1 9 2

DEANNA, by Dean Hanover—Rosalind, by Scotland
Driver: Ben White
Owner: Mr. and Mrs. G. White and L. B. Sheppard, Jr.... 3 2 3

Also competed: Scotch Fez 6-10-5, Onolee Hanover 8-5-7, Argyle 7-7-10, Van
Riddell 9-8-9, Locomotive 11-11-11.

DON SCOTT, by Whippet—Libby Scott, by Scotland
Driver: Del Miller
Owner: W.N. Reynolds ... 4 3 8

WESTFIELD GIRL, by Volomite—Warwell Worthy, by Peter The Brewer
Driver: Harry Whitney
Owner: E. J. Baker...10 4 4

WALTER SPENCER, by Spencer—Jeannine, by Hollyrood Haraway
Driver: Harry Pownall
Owner: Arden Homestead ... 5 6 6

TIME BY QUARTERS:

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE
327 1:.02" 1:33" 2:03

:30% 1:.01% 1:33" 2:02%
:30” 1:.01% 1:32% 2:03"
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