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 At 74, Bion Shively, known as the Oklahoma Sage, became the oldest 
driver to win a Hambletonian when he accomplished the feat with Sharp Note 
in 1952 for owner C. W. Clark of Dearborn, Michigan.

Sharp Note, a $1,000 yearling purchase from the Walnut Hall Farm 1950 
consignment, was lightly-raced at two.

As in the previous year, showers caused the 1952 Hambletonian to be 
delayed from Wednesday to Thursday. It was nearly 4 p.m. when the field of 16 

went to post. Sharp Note was off poorly on a break in the first heat and finished a 
distant 10th as Hit Song won by half a length over the favored Duke of Lullwater.

In the second heat, Sharp Note stormed around the field and won easily. 
Leaving from the pole in the final heat, Sharp Note took charge at the 

three-quarter pole, coasting home to a two-length victory over Hit Song in 2:032.

story was documented in the movie short, Old Man in a Hurry.  Shively was 
a veteran of the Spanish American War.

SHARP NOTE,  b c, by Phonograph — Rosemary Hanover, by Guy McKinney
Driver & Trainer: Bion Shively
Owner: C. W. Clark, Dearborn, MI
Breeder: Walnut Hall Farm, KY
Groom: Leo O’Hara
Sale History: $1,000 yearling purchase at Tattersalls Sale . . . 10   1   1   

HIT SONG, by Darnley—Evensong, by Nelson Dillon
Driver: Harry Pownall
Owner: E. R. Harriman and L. B. Sheppard . . . 1   3   2   

DUKE OF LULLWATER, by Volomite—Dutchess Hanover, by Calumet Chuck
Driver: John Simpson Sr.
Owner: Walter Candler . . .   2   2   3

Also competed: Dallas Hanover 6-14-11, Theme Song 9-8-7, Hardy Hanover 
15-7-8, Triumph Hanover 7-9-14, Epicure 8-11-12, Volo Colby 16-16-9, 
Leatherwood Day 11-10-13, Excellent Colby 12-13-10, Peter Nibble 13-12-dr, 
Crystal Hanover 14-15-dr.

TIME BY QUARTERS: 

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE

:31 1:022 1:331 2:05
:302 1:01  1:32  2:023

:302 1:021 1:33 2:032

SCOTCH VICTOR, by Scotland—Victory Mite, by Volomite
Driver: Joe O’Brien 
Owner: S. A. Camp . . .  3   5   5

DIPLOMAT HANOVER, by Volomite—Lucy Hanover, by Mr. McElwyn
Driver: Frank Ervin
Owner: L. E. Lake . . . 5   4   4

LU PECK, by Arch Hanover—Lucilla, by Kuno
Driver: Harry Fitzpatrick
Owner: O. L. Mears . . . 4   6   6

months before the Hambletonian,

first divisional balloting.


