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A slew of firsts marked the filly Helicopter’s victory in the 1953 Hamble-
tonian.

J. Elgin and C. E. Armstrong of Brampton,  Ontario, were the first Canadian 
owners to win the trotting classic; Helicopter’s sire Hoot Mon (1947 Hambleton-
ian winner) was the first winner to sire a winner; Harry Harvey, at 29, was the 
youngest winning driver at the time; the total first place money of $53,126.59 
was the most won in a single season by a three-year-old trotting filly, and the 
total purse of $117,117.98 (including breeders’ awards) was the largest to date.

Helicopter’s 17th place finish after breaking in the first heat didn’t sug-
gest that the filly would have much of a chance. Morse Hanover captured the 
first contest.

In the next two, however, Helicopter was victorious, holding off stable-
mate Singing Sword with Delvin Miller in one and Kimberly Kid with Tom Berry 
in the other.

Helicopter, so named because Mrs. Frances Van Lennep used a helicopter 
from her Castleton Farm to deliver a baby in a Lexington hospital when winter 
storms closed the roads, was retired to Armstrong Farm. She is the dam of 
Armbro Flight, who won a heat of the 1965 Hambletonian. Armbro Flight, in 
turn, is the dam of 1988 Hambletonian winner Armbro Goal.

tiers and three more trailers in the third tier.

sold privately as a yearling because of a winged foot for $50 to Richard Hoke.  
Helicopter was sold as a weanling named Bell-Ard Monia at Harrisburg in 
November 1950 and was purchased by Castleton Farm for $1,150.  She was 
the first foal by Hoot Mon (1947) ever sold at auction.  Renamed Helicopter, 
she changed hands again the next fall in Castleton’s yearling consignment 
at Lexington.  She was purchased by Delvin Miller and John Simpson Sr. for 
$2,000.

HELICOPTER,  br f, by Hoot Mon—Tronia Hanover, by Lawrence Hanover

Driver: Harry Harvey
Trainer: Delvin Miller
Owner: J. Elgin and C. Edwin Armstrong, Brampton, ONT
Breeder: Richard W. Hoke, PA
Groom: Bill Horner
Sale History: $1,150 weanling at Standardbred Horse Sale; $2,000 yearling at 
Tattersalls Sale . . . 17   1   1   

MORSE HANOVER, by Dean Hanover—Margo Scot, by Scotland
Driver: James Wingfield
Owner: W. C. Evans . . . 1   11   5   

SINGING SWORD, by Dean Hanover—Song Girl, by Peter Song
Driver: Del Miller
OWNER: Gay Acres Farm . . .   2   3   3

Also competed: Vitan Frisco 4-21-10, Victory’s First 5-6-7, Famous Hanover 
6-7-8, Aerial Gunner 14-8-15, Allure 12-23-9, Bewitch 15-9-17, Bengazi 18-
10-11, Abbasong 10-12-18, Peter Lind 11-13-13, Simpson Hanover 21-22-12, 
Shelby Hanover 22-13-14, Newport Champ 16-14-19, Newport Mascot 23-17-
16, Anchora Hanover 20-20-20, Express Colby 9-19-dr, King Nibble 13-16-dr, 
Sir Lullwater 19-18-dr.

ELBY HANOVER, by Hoot Mon
Driver: Frank Ervin 
Owner: C. M. Saunders . . .  7   2   4

KIMBERLY KID, by Volomite—Kimberly Hanover, by Mr. McElwyn
Driver: Tom Berry
Owner: Leonard J. Buck . . . 8   5   2

NEWPORT STAR, by Axomite—Miss Key, by Long Key
Driver: Del Cameron
Owner: NewportStock Farm . . . 3   4   6

TIME BY QUARTERS: 

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE

:291 1:002 1:313 2:013

:301 1:013 1:323 2:024

:302 1:011 1:324 2:023

owned by the Armstrong Brothers, Helicopter was purchased privately from 
Miller and Simpson for $9,200 as a two year old ($7,500 plus an additional 
$1,700 based on her two-year-old earnings).  She, along with Dottie’s Pick 
on the pacing side, became a foundation broodmare of one of the sport’s 
most extraordinarily successful racing dynasties.

date to win the Hambletonian.

sire a Hambletonian winner from his first crop; and 3.) the youngest stallion 
(as a five year old in 1949) to sire a winner to that date.

the great Greyhound, won the first heat driving Morse Hanover.


