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For the sixth time in seven years, the heat of the Hambletonian battle 
produced world marks. First, Speedy Somolli hauled Howard Beissinger 
around the DuQuoin mile oval in 1:55, trotting the final three-quarters in 1:25 
and holding off Brisco Hanover and Florida Pro.

In the second heat, Florida Pro, driven by George Sholty, moved out past 
the half following Speedy Somolli, then engaged the first heat winner from 
the five-eighths pole home and was up by a scant nose to grab victory in an 
identical 1:55 time.

It was the first time in harness racing history that trotters had raced in 
1:55, and two of them did it on the same afternoon.

Florida Pro was shuffled back to fifth in the third and concluding heat while 
Speedy Somolli and Brisco Hanover fought it out up front. Brisco appeared 
to be mounting a drive inside the seven-eighths pole when he went off stride, 
with Howard Beissinger gaining his third Hambletonian victory with a 1:57 mile 
behind Speedy Somolli.

The winner was bred by Howard’s wife, Anne, and Barbara Mumma of 
Harrisburg, Pa., and was owned at the time of his victory by Alan Leavitt, Wil-
liam Rosenberg, the Beissingers and Mummas.

 

the fastest race mile ever by a trotter of any age. Florida Pro won the second 
heat in an identical 1:55.  It was the sixth time in seven years that a world 
record had been set in a heat of the Hambletonian.

was the first horse to be sired by a Hambletonian winner (Speedy Crown) 
who was also sired by a Hambletonian winner (Speedy Scot).

SPEEDY SOMOLLI,  b c, by Speedy Crown—Somolli, by Star’s Pride  DOUBLE MINT, Speedster— Evening Star, by Worthy Boy
Driver: Howard Beissinger      Driver: Peter Haughton   
Trainer: Howard Beissinger      Trainer:  William Haughton  
Owner:  Ann Beissinger, Hamilton, Ohio; Barbara Mumma,    Owner: Em-Ar-El Stable . . . 4   4   5
Harrisburg; PA; Alan J. Leavitt, Bedminster, NJ; William Rosenberg, 
Delray Beach, FL       WAY TO GAIN, Star’s Pride—Silken Hanover, by Dean Hanover
Breeder: Robert Mumma; breeding provided by Howard Beissinger  Driver: John Simpson, Jr. 
Groom: Osvaldo Formia      Owner: Clarence Gaines . . . 6   5   4
Sale History: Syndicated for $2,000,000 before his 3-year-old season
 . . .  1   2   1   

FLORIDA PRO, Arnie Almahurst—Promissory, by Dartmouth   
Driver: George Sholty   Trainer: George Sholty   
Owner: Gesture Farm . . . 2   1   3     

BRISCO HANOVER, Super Bowl—Brief Romance, by Victory Song    
Driver: Jim Miller 
Owner: Barr M. Stable. . . 3   3   2 
 

of the Kentucky Futurity which was won by Doublemint.

following U.S. Open Tennis, the Hambletonian was broadcast live on the 
Mutual Broadcasting Co. radio network.

TIME BY QUARTERS:

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE

:30 :583 1:262 1:55
:281 :572  1:253 1:55
:29  :591 1:274 1:57

PAYOFFS
FIRST HEAT

 3.60 2.80 2.80
 3.20    2.60
         3.40

SECOND HEAT

 8.00 2.80 2.40
        2.40   2.20 
                    2.40

THIRD HEAT

 3.60 2.40 2.10
        3.60   2.10 
                            


